
Wellbeing Economics 
The Capabilities Approach to Prosperity 

The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit at Lincoln University 
announces the publication of a new book in August 2018, addressing 
one of the most pressing issues of our modern age. 

For decades, economists have thought their best contribution to 
wellbeing comes from fostering economic growth. That belief is 
challenged by persistent problems such as poverty, inequality and the 
threats to wellbeing from global climate change. 

This book offers a new approach to promoting prosperity. It explains 
how individuals, families, communities and businesses can act to 
sustain and expand wellbeing. It explains how local and central 
governments can design economic policies to support wellbeing, and 
addresses how international collaboration can tackle climate change 
and other pressing global challenges. 

The Authors 

Professor Paul Dalziel is the Deputy Director of the AERU at Lincoln University, NZ. 
Paul has served on the Council of the Regional Science Association International, 
and is Ambassador in New Zealand for the Regional Studies Association. 

Professor Caroline Saunders is the Director of the AERU at Lincoln University, NZ. 
Caroline is an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit for services to agricultural 
research, and is the 2019-20 President of the Agricultural Economics Society. 

Dr Joe Saunders is an Assistant Professor in Philosophy at Durham University, UK. 
Joe was previously at the University of Leeds, and in 2015 was awarded the Robert 
Papazian Annual Essay Prize on Themes from Ethics and Political Philosophy. 

Publication Details 

Wellbeing Economics: The Capabilities Approach to Prosperity is published 
with Open Access under the Palgrave Pivot imprint within Palgrave 
Macmillan (ISBN 978-3-319-93194-4). It is the second publication in the 
book series ‘Wellbeing in Politics and Policy’, launched in 2018. 

Open access publication means the eBook is freely available to anyone with internet access, 
anywhere, anytime. A print edition is also available for purchase (ISBN 978-3-319-93193-7). 

To access your own digital copy to download for free, scan the QR code to 
the right (which will take you to the publisher’s homepage for the book) 
or enter the following address into your device: 

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783319931937 

The eBook is available in PDF format as well as e-Reader enabled. 

https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783319931937


The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit 

The Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit has been a dedicated research centre at Lincoln University 
since it was founded by a decision of the New Zealand Cabinet in 1962. It provides research to external clients 
of the University under a mission statement to exercise leadership in research for sustainable wellbeing. 

The AERU has been engaged in numerous projects to produce new knowledge that can be used to promote 
wellbeing, not only in New Zealand but also internationally. This includes a well-received book by Paul Dalziel 
and Caroline Saunders, Wellbeing Economics: Future Directions for New Zealand, published by Bridget 
Williams Books (Wellington) in June 2014.  

Wellbeing Economics: The Capabilities Approach to Prosperity builds on that tradition. It draws on the global 
economics literature, and is written for an international audience with a focus on the United Kingdom. 

Recent AERU projects include research for the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in 
Paris, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in London, and the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change in Geneva. 

In New Zealand, the AERU leads major research programmes funded by the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment, and by the Our Land and Water National Science 
Challenge. That research explores how New Zealand land-based businesses can create 
and capture value through collaborative, market-oriented, value chains. 

Reports and links to other research by the AERU are available without charge at: 
https://www.sustainablewellbeing.nz/.  

Chapters of the Book 

1 From Economic Growth to Wellbeing Economics 

2 Persons and Human Capital 

3 Households, Families and Cultural Capital 

4 Civil Society and Social Capital 

5 Market Participation and Economic Capital 

6 Local Government and Natural Capital 

7 The Nation State and Knowledge Capital 

8 The Global Community and Diplomatic Capital 

9 The Wellbeing Economics Framework 

Wellbeing in Politics and Policy 

This book is the second publication in a series on Wellbeing in Politics and Policy, edited 
by Ian Bache (University of Sheffield), Karen Scott (Exeter University) and Paul Allin 
(Imperial College London). The series aims to bring new lenses through which to 
understand the significance of the dramatic rise of interest in wellbeing as a goal of 
public policy.   

The first publication in the series is a volume of essays, The Politics of Wellbeing: Theory, 
Policy and Practice, edited by Ian Bache and Karen Scott. Divided into three parts, it 
considers how to define wellbeing for public policy; the prospects for wellbeing as a 
force for political change; and the link between policy agendas and the everyday lives 
of people. It is available at: https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783319583938.  

https://www.sustainablewellbeing.nz/
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783319583938

